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CBSE School Norms Followed for Fixing Fees

1. Introduction

The fee structure of schools affiliated with the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) must follow
the guidelines provided in the CBSE Affiliation Bye-Laws (2018). While CBSE provides general principles
regarding school fees, the actual regulation and approval of fee structures are primarily governed by the
respective State Government regulations where the school is located.

The objective of these rules is to ensure transparency, fairness, and to prevent commercialization of education.

2. No Profit Motive

CBSE-affiliated schools must operate on a non-profit basis.
Schools are usually managed by Trusts, Societies, or Section 8 Companies, and the income generated
through fees must be used only for:

o Development of the school

e Infrastructure improvement

o Payment of staff salaries

e Academic and co-curricular activities

Schools are not allowed to distribute profits to individuals or management members.

3. Prohibition of Capitation Fee

CBSE strictly prohibits the collection of capitation fees or donations during admission.

Charging any additional or hidden amount beyond the approved fee structure is considered a violation of
CBSE norms and may lead to disciplinary action, including withdrawal of affiliation.
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4. Compliance with State Government Regulations

Although CBSE provides broad guidelines, the State Government regulates school fee fixation and fee
increases.

Schools must comply with:

o State Education Department rules
o [Fee Regulation Acts (if applicable)
« Government notifications related to school fees

This ensures that schools do not impose unreasonable fee hikes.

5. Fee Structure Based on Facilities

The fees charged by the school should be commensurate with the facilities and infrastructure provided.
These may include:

Classrooms and school buildings
Laboratories and libraries

Sports facilities

Qualified teaching staff
Extracurricular activities

Higher fees must be justified by better facilities and services offered by the school.

6. Approved Fee Heads

Schools may collect fees under specific approved categories such as:

Admission Fee
Tuition Fee
Activity Fee
Examination Fee

Schools must not create arbitrary or unjustified fee heads.
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7. Transparency in Fee Structure

CBSE requires schools to maintain transparency in their fee structure.
Schools must:
o Publish the complete fee structure on their official website

« Inform parents about any fee changes in advance
e Avoid hidden charges or unauthorized collections

8. Regulation of Fee Increase

Any increase in school fees must follow proper procedures, which may include:
o Approval from the School Management Committee
o Compliance with State Government rules
« Proper justification for the fee hike

Frequent or unreasonable increases in fees are discouraged.

9. Restriction on Forced Purchases

CBSE guidelines also state that schools cannot force parents to purchase books, uniforms, or other
materials from specific vendors or shops.

Parents must be free to buy these items from the open market.

10. Conclusion

CBSE guidelines for fee fixation aim to maintain fairness and transparency in school education. Schools must
operate without a profit motive, avoid charging capitation fees, and follow the rules set by the respective state
governments. Proper regulation ensures that education remains accessible while maintaining quality standards
in CBSE-affiliated institutions.
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